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Historical Essay Progress
The Voting Rights Act of 1965 was passed in response to Jim Crow laws and other restrictions of African Americans voting rights mainly in the south (Coleman, 2014).  The Voting Rights Act of 1965 was signed into law by President Lyndon B. Johnson on Aug. 6, 1965 to safe guard the right to vote for African Americans and ban the use of literacy test (Coleman, 2014). The VRA addressed the voting issues that had not been covered in the Civil Rights Act of 1964. The passage of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 was significant because for the first time, the federal government undertook voting reforms that had been left for the states to decide (Darr, 2014). The VRA enforced the voting rights guaranteed by the 14th and 15th Amendments to the U.S Constitution, and resulted in enfranchisement of racial minorities throughout the country, especially in the southern states (Coleman, 2014).   “The Voting Rights Act is considered one of the most far-reaching pieces of Civil Rights legislation in U.S. History” (Coleman, 2014). These laws serve as a testament to all who sacrificed to work towards ending segregation and discrimination (Darr, 2014).  The Voting Rights Act became a turning point in American History since it allowed the citizens from diverse ethnic backgrounds to participate in election. The turning point was critical for people who could not vote before, as they gained the right to participate in an electoral process. According to Congress of Racial Equality (2018), the events that led to the formation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 can be traced back to the years following the civil war. After the civil war, the 14th and 15th Amendments were passed. “The 14th Amendment granted citizenship to all people born in the United States, including former slaves and provided all citizens with equal rights under the law” (Bondi, 2015). However, the 15th Amendment prohibited discrimination by states toward any voter based on their race or color. Eventually, the two Amendments were ratified with the idea of ending racial discrimination at the polls (Bondi, 2015). In spite of the ratification of the 14th and 15th Amendments, voting rights for African Americans were still being circumvented, better known as Jim Crow laws (Bondi, 2015). The Jim Crow laws were a system that dominated the south for three quarters of the century starting in the 1890s (Bondi, 2015). The Jim Crow laws prevented black people from voting by the use of tactics of issuing literacy tests, poll taxes, property ownership requirements, and document interpretation (Bondi, 2015). Before the Voting Rights Act, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. a social activist played a key role in the Civil Rights Act of 1964 which also prohibited discrimination in the setting of public facilities, voting, public education, and federal assisted programs and employment (History, 2018). The act also established the federal Equal Employment Opportunity Commission. He led the movement from mid-1950s until his assassination in 1968. Dr. King fought for equality and the rights for African Americans. He was the force behind events such as Montgomery Bus boycott and the 1963 march to Washington, which helped the landmark of legislation as the Civil Rights Act and the Voting Rights Act (History, 2018).  On March 7, 1965, a group of African American planned a march to Selma, Alabama to protest peacefully against voter suppression and was attacked by state troopers in what became known as “Bloody Sunday” (Bondi, 2015). The protesters were assaulted with tear gas, billy clubs, and whips which was televised for the whole country to witness. The series of events promoted Congress to draw up the Voting Rights Act, which President Lyndon Johnson signed into law five days after the bill was introduced (Bondi, 2015). On consequence of the passing of the Voting Rights Act was that it outlawed literacy tests and poll taxes as a way to determine whether a person was fit or unfit to vote. According to President Johnson all you needed to vote was American citizenship and registration of your name on an electoral list (Constitutional Rights Foundation, 2018). The act expanded voting rights for non-English-speaking Americans. By 1968, there was 60 percent of eligible African Americans were registered to vote in southern states had increase. Between 1965 and 1990, the number of black state legislators and members of Congress rose from 2 to 160 (History, 2015). However, the act authorized the Justice Department to send federal registrars and observers to the south to register black voters and guarantee the fairness of local and state elections. The Voting Rights Act also required states to submit any changes in their voting laws and procedures to the Justice Department or to the federal district court in Washington, D.C. for approval (CRA, 2018).  The Voting Rights Act had an enormous impact by re-enfranchised black southerners, helping elect African American at the local, state, and national levels. The historical evidence that supports my conclusion of the impact of the events of the Voting Rights Act will come from the source of Cobb, James Aug. 6, 2015 Time Magazine which outlined detailed facts of the Justice Department sending examiners to overseer the fairness of voters regardless of race, color, or language at the polls. The source will also show the percentage of eligible black voters increased from 7 percent in 1964 to 67 percent five years later. The source will also state that 72 black officials were elected in 1965. By the mid-1980s there were more African Americans in public office across the south then in the rest of the nation combined (Trueman, 2015). The second source that will back my claim is Congress of Racial Equality Feb. 15, 2018 will provide evidence of the Voting Rights Act expanding the rights for non-speaking Americans and the increase of African Americans voters as well as the increase of African Americans elected in local and state offices.
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